Open Call
Thilisi Architecture Biennial 2024: Correct Mistakes

Biennial Dates: September 28 — October 19, 2024

Important dates:
e Submission opens: March 23, 2024
e Application deadline: May 13, 2024 23:59 CEST

Announcement of results:

e June 15, 2024 (The deadline for the announcement of the results might be prolonged due
to a possible high number of applications or due to the need for additional interviews with
applicants. All such changes will be communicated only through social networks -Facebook
and Instagram - of Thilisi Architecture Biennial)

The results will be available on the Facebook and Instagram pages of the Thilisi Architecture
Biennial.

Submissions and all related questions should be directed to the following email:
submit@biennial.ge. Please indicate your inquiry or the title of the category you are applying for
in the email's subject line. The Biennial will confirm the receipt of submitted documents within 24
hours. If you do not receive such confirmation, please do not resubmit the application package;
send an inquiry instead. If confirmation still needs to be received, please do not resubmit the
application package; instead, send an inquiry.

Applications received after the deadlines will not be considered. Only shortlisted and/or winning
applicants will be contacted.

Topic

The 2024 edition of TAB will focus on the relationship between people and natural resources. It
will highlight the critical role that architects, urban planners, communities, policymakers, and
environmentalists play in navigating this complex dynamic.

The Thilisi Architecture Biennial 2024 will explore the interdependent relationship between the
environment and humanity, focusing on their mutual influences.

It will explore the interplay between Georgia's natural resources and societal challenges
resulting from historical exploitation, environmental policies and climate change.

Georgia's geographic richness will be presented as a double-edged force that extends beyond
water to broader ecological dimensions critical to the country's ecosystem, economy,
agriculture, energy, and culture.


https://www.facebook.com/TbilisiAB
https://www.instagram.com/tbilisiarchitecturebiennial/

One of the research focuses of TAB 2024 will center on the water. This includes transforming
revered water bodies into exploited resources, which resonates with global concerns regarding
technological progress, climate change, and evolving societal values. In addition to this
exploration, comprehensive critical research will engage experts to analyze the historical,
political, geographic, environmental, economic, ethical, and social dimensions that have shaped
Georgia's past and present regarding the use of shared natural resources in general.

The 4th edition of the Thilisi Architecture Biennial will explore critical issues beyond water,
including deforestation, mining cities, melting glaciers, the climate crisis, pollution and
degradation of soil. The research will also focus on the complexities of urban growth and its
constraints, prompting a thought-provoking exploration of transforming natural resources into
commodities and tools for progress and profit.

Who can apply:

All interested architects, artists, writers, scholars, urbanists, and creative individuals, regardless
of location, age or experience, are invited to submit a proposal. The application process is free of
charge.

Submission process

Proposals can be submitted in two categories:
1. Contributions to Physical Projects (works/research in any physical format for indoor and
outdoor space)
2. Educational Activities and Workshop.

Applications must be submitted in either English or Georgian. The international jury will evaluate
all proposals based on their quality and relevance to the main concept of TAB 2024. All suggested
projects must relate clearly to the Biennial's main theme.

Detailed description of terms of application:

1. Physical Project

Thilisi Architecture Biennial will host the indoor exhibition as well as propose participants to create
physical projects (installations) in the outdoor space. Applicants are free to suggest any format of
their preference either in indoor or outdoor space.

Thilisi Architecture Biennial suggests the following locations in Thbilisi, Georgia, as points of
reference for the submitted proposals and concepts in the category of Physical Projects in case
participants will decide to execute the projects in outer space. (please check the link).
Nevertheless, the applicants are free to offer the locations of their choice.

The location of the indoor space will be communicated additionally.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DkIOXXpAr6UtSeU6ZBtI0h8KJv1T-5hq?usp=sharing

Requested documents for submissions:
1. Short description of the project idea (max. 500 words)

2. Sketch/photo/render of the work and its technical description, including information on
dimensions, color, orientation, working material, physical location, etc. (PDF or jpeg format)

3. Portfolio (optional) and CV of the applicant
4. Budget of the project.

A maximum of three selected participants will be awarded a maximum of 4000 Euros each to
cover production costs and honorariums. The awarded amount includes all applicable taxes,
including the bank tax for money transfers and travel costs. If the budget exceeds the amount
designated by the Biennial, the applicants are welcome to provide additional funding from other
sources.

One Additional winner will be selected from Switzerland as support from the Pro Helvetia fund
with the same terms and rules stipulated above.

2. Educational Activity/Workshop

There will be one workshop offered in the frames of TAB 2024. The applicant should define their
duration, context and details of implementation. Those interested in facilitation of the workshops
are welcome to submit the following documents:

1. CV and portfolio of the applicant
2. Description of the concept, including topic and workshop components (max. 500 words).
3. Detailed budget

One selected proposal will be awarded a maximum of 3000 Euros to implement the workshop.
The awarded amount includes all applicable taxes, including the bank tax for money transfers and
travel costs. If the budget exceeds the amount designated by the Biennial, the applicants are
welcome to provide additional funding from other sources.

Note: This open call is for selecting facilitators and workshop themes only. Based on the winners'
decision, a separate open call for selecting participants might be announced later.



Selection process:

Proposals will be evaluated by an international interdisciplinary jury and invited experts so that
each submission receives the same fair consideration.

The selection process will be held in two steps. During the first step, the jury will review all
applications and select a short list of the best proposals. Representatives of the shortlisted
projects, only if needed, might be invited to additional interviews. The dates of the possible
interviews will be agreed on with the shortlisted participants only. The jury will evaluate the
projects based on the concept's relevance to the Biennial's main topic, their impact, feasibility,
urgency, and conformity with the suggested terms of application and budget. The jury reserves
the right to reveal a winner or winners only if all of the submitted applications fulfill the contest's
requirements.

It also reserves the right to not reveal any winner or less winners compared to above mentioned.

Results:
The final decision on the outcomes of the open call will be announced on the 15" of June, 2024.

Copyright:

Project participants will retain all rights to their ideas and designs. The Biennial maintains the right
to create printed and digital materials, including the installations created by artists, and credits the
artists. Original applications, personal information and supporting materials (description, budget,
sketches/photos/renders) will be kept in the archive of the Thilisi Architecture Biennial. They will
not be transferred to third parties.
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